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[R  /?^/^(frf  f/'////i  re- 
ports from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to 
enquire  into  Abufe^ 
in  the  Courts  of  Ju- 
flice,  viz.  I  am  com- 
manded from  the  faid 
Committee,  to  render 
ail   Account   of  fome    Abufes    in 


the 


Courts  of  Juflice,  which  have  been  pre- 
fented  unto  us  :  In  that  which  I  fhail 
deliver,  arc  Three  Parts  ;  i.  The  Per- 
fon  againft  whom  it  is  alledgcd.  2.  The 
A  z  Matter 
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Matter  alledged.    3.  The  Opinion  of 
the  Committee. 

I.  The  Perfon  againft  whom  it  is  al- 
ledg'd,  is  no  lefs  than  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ;  a  Man  ib  endued  with  all  Parts 
both  of  Nature  and  Art,  as  that  I  will 
fay  no  more  of  him,  being  not  able  to 
fay  enough.  2.  The  Matter  alledged,  is 
Corruption.  3.  The  Perfons  by  whom 
this  is  prefented  to  us,  are  Two,  Awhrey 
and  Egerton. 

Awhrey  s  Petition  faith,  That   he  ha- 
ving a  Caufe  depending  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  being  tired  by  Delays, 
w^as  advifed  by  fome,  that  are  near  my 
Lord,  to  quicken  the  Way  by  more  than 
ordinary  Means,  viz^  by  prefenting*my 
Lord  with  100/.    The  poor  Gentleman 
not  able  by  any  Means  to  come  to  his 
wifli'd-for  Port,  flruck  Sail  at  this,  and 
made  a    fliift  to    get  100  /.    from  the 
Ufurer;    and  having  got  it,  went  with 
Sir  George  Hajihgs  and  Mt.  Jenkins  of 
Grays  Inn ;    and    being   come    to    my 
Lord  s  Houfe,  they  took  the  Money  of 
^im,  and  carry 'd  it  in  to  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, and  came  out  to  him  again,  fay- 
ing, My  Lord  was  thankful,  and  afliired 
bim  of  good  Succefs  in   his  Bufmefs. 
Sir  George  Haftings   acknowledges   the 
giving  of  Advice,    and  carrying  in  of 

Money 


Money  to  my  Lord,  and  faith,  He  pre- 
fenced  ic  to  my  Lord  as  from  himfelf, 
and  not  from  Awhrey.  This  is  alfo 
confirm'd  by  divers  Letters ;  but  it 
wrought  not  the  Effed  which  the  Gentle- 
man expeded ;  for  notwichftanding  this, 
he  was  ftill  delay 'd. 

Egerton  fheweth,  That  he  defiring  to 
procure  my  Lord's  Favour,  was  perfwa- 
ded  by  Sir  George  I^afiings  and   Sir  Ri- 
chard  Toung,    to   prefent  my  Lord  with 
a  Sum  of  Money.     Before  this  Advice, 
he  had  given  a  Prefent  of  fx  /.  and  odd 
Shillings  in  Plate,  as  a  Teftimony  of  his 
Love  ;    but  yet  refts  doubtful  whether 
before  his  calling  to  Seal,  or  fince.    But 
now,  by  mortgaging  his  Eftate,  he  got 
up  400  /.  and  fends  for  Sir  George  Ha* 
fiings  and  Svc  Richard Toung^  defires  their 
Afiiftance  in  prefenting  this  Money,  and 
told    them   how  much    '\i  was.     They 
took  ic  and  carried  it  in,  and  prefcnc- 
ed  it  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as  a  Gra- 
tuity from  the  Gentleman,  fcr  that  my 
Lord  Cwhen  he  was  Attorney)  flood  by 
him.     My  Lord  (as  they  fay)    ilarted 
at  it  firft,  faying.  It  was  too  much,  he 
wou  d  not  take  it  ;   but  nt  length  was 
perfwaded,  becaufe  it  was  for  Favours 
part:,  and  took  it ;    and  the  Gentleman 
returned    him   Thanks,     faying,  That 

rlieif 
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their  Lord  faid  that  he  did  not  only  en- 
rich him,  but  laid  a  Tie  on  him  to 
afTift  him  in  all  juft  and  lawful  Bufinefs. 
Sir  George  Haflings  and  Sir  Richard 
Toung  acknowleg'd  the  receiving  and  De- 
livery of  the  Purfe,  but  faid  they  knew 
hot  what  was  in  it. 

Then  a  Queftion  was  propos'd,  whe- 
ther there  were  any  Suit  depending  du- 
ring thofe  Offers,  either  in  the  Chancery 
or  Star-Chamber;  but  there  was  no  cer^ 
tain  Evidence  of  it. 

Thus  you  fee  Corraption  laid  to  the 
Charge  of  a  Judge  too,  a  Great  Judge, 
nay,  to  the  Great  Keeper  of  the  King's 
Confcience. 

Another  Point  came  in  by  the  By, 
Viewing  that  fome  indited:  Means  are 
fometimes  open  (I  fear  too  oftenj>  to 
the  Courts  of  Juflice.  It  concerns  no 
lefs  Man  than  a  Divine,  that  is  now  a 
Bidiop,  but  then  call'd  Dodor  Field. 
Mr.  Egerton  and  he  being  acquainted, 
and  Mr.  Eg^ertofis  Mind  being  troubled 
With  the  ill  Succefs  of  his  Bufinefs,  ven- 
ted ic  to  this  Divine,  who  contrary  to 
his  Profcffion,  took  upon  him  to  Broke 
for  him  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  was  nc- 
ver  precedenred  by  any.  He  made  Eger- 
ton to  acknowledge  a  Recognizance  of 
loooo/.  wich  a  Defcafance,  thac  if  my 

Lord 
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Lord  Chancellor  did  decree  it  for  him,^ 
6000 L  was  CO  be  diflribuced  amongfl 
thofe  Honourable  Perfons  that  did  ioili-^ 
cite  ic  for  him ;  but  if  ic  did  not  go  as 
they  defircd,  he  promifcd  in  Verho  Sa- 
cer^otisy  than  he  would  deliver  the  Bonds 
again.  This  appeared  by  Letters  from 
the  now  Reverend  Bifhop,  but  then 
Pradical  Doctor.  Mr.  Johnfon  (a  mo- 
ral honeft  Man^  perceiving  that  Mr, 
Egerton  finding  no  Relief,  did  intend  to 
prefer  a  Petition  ngainft  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, by  one  Heals  Means,  took  oc- 
cafion  to  talk  with  Mr.  Egerton^  asking 
him,  why  he  would  prefer  fuch  a  fcan- 
dalous  Petition  againft  my  Lord?  He 
would  have  him  take  the  Money  out  of 
the  Petition,  and  then  his  Caufe  by  the 
Mediation  and  Conference  of  fome  other 
Judge  with  my  Lord,  might  be  brought 
to  a  good  End ;  and  for  Money,  if  he 
had  lent  any,  he  might  be  fatisfied  again. 
There  was  upon  a  Petition  to  the  King 
by  Sir  Rowland  Egerton^  a  Reference  of 
this  Matter  to  my  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
yir.  Edward  Egerton  entred  into  loooo 
Marks  Bond. 

He  had  treated  with  one  Dodor  Sharps 
that  if  he  would  give  i  ico/.  he  fliould 
have  his  Dcfire  :  We  fent  for  Sharp,  but 
he  denied  that  he  ever  concrad:ed  with 
lum.  The 
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The  Defire  of  the  Committee  was,  to 
reform  that  which  was  amifs  ;  and  they 
thought  fit  to  give  as  much  Expedition 
as  may  be,  becaufe  fo  Great  a  Man's 
Honour  is  foird  with  it,  and  therefore 
that  further  Inquifition  be  made  this 
Afternoon,  and  when  it  is  found,  to  be 
fent  to  the  Lords. 

Thus  I  have  faithfully  related  what 
hath  pafled,  and  with  as  much  Duty  and 
Refped,  as  I  might  to  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, I  defire  it  to  be  carried  out  of 
the  Houfe  with  a  favourable  Con- 
llrudion. 
^      Ordered, 

^  r  5rhar  this  Matter  be  furtjier  confidered 
by  the  Committee  this  Afternoon. 

Sahhaii  17  Martii^  i6zq. 

Sir  Rohert  Philips  made  Report  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Abufes  in  the 
Courts  of  Juftice, 

We  met  on  Thurfday  in  the  Afternoon^- 
the  principal  Thing  wherein  I  defired 
to  be  fatisfied,  was,  whether  at  the 
Time  of  giving  thofe  Gifts  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  there  were  any  Suit  depend- 
ing  before  him  ?  In  Amhrey\  Cafe  it 
appeared  plainly  there  was  fomething 
accidentally  fell  out  in  this  Examination, 
and  that  is  a  Declaration  of  Sir  George 

Hajlingi^ 
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Hafllngs,  who  hath  been  flruggh'ng  with 
himfelf  betwixt  Gratitude  and  Honefty , 
but  pubhck  and  private  Goods  meeting, 
he  preferred  the  Publick,  he  pitying 
Avolray\  Cafe,  did  give  in  a  Box  of 
loo/.  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  thofe 
Terms  or  the  Hke,  That  it  was  to  help 
Avolrey  m  his  Caufe,  notwichftanding 
not  long  after  a  very  prejudicial  and 
murthcring  Order  was  made  againfl  Am- 
hrey  m  his  Caufe  ;  whereupon  Sir  George 
Hafiings  mov'd  my  Lord  Chancellor  to 
redify  this  Order  ;  my  Lord  promifed 
to  do  it,  but  did  it  not.  The  Order 
was  put  into  the  Hands  of  one  Onirchtll^ 
Cone  of  the  Regifters  of  the  Chancery) 
by  a  Servant  of  the  Lord  Chancellor'a. 

There  are  Letters  of  Axolrey  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  touching  this  Bufinefs. 

Now  for  Mr.  Egertons  Cafe  ;  as  the 
Matter  was  of  more  Weight,  fo  the 
Sum  was  of  larger  Extent,  for  there 
was  400/.  given  th^n,  and  a  Suit  then 
depending  in  the  Star-chamber,  about 
which  Time  Sir  Rowland  Egerton  did 
prefer  a  Petition  to  the  King  for  a  Refe- 
rence unto  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  where- 
upon my  Lord  caufed  him  to  enter  into 
loooo  Marks  Bond  to  fland  to  iiis 
Award,  An  Award  was  mide,  v/hich 
^as  refufcd  by  Edward  Egertdn  ;  there- 
B  ijpoff 
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upon  a  Suit  by  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
Direction  was  commenced  againft  him, 
and  the  Bond  of  loooo  Marks  affigned 
over  to  Sir;  Rowland  Egerton.  About 
this  Time  Edward  Egerton  became  ac- 
quainted with  Dodor  Fields  relating 
his  Caufe  unco  him,  who  pitying  him, 
fent  him  two  worthy  Gentlemen,  Mr. 
Damport  and  Sir  John  Butler  (who  is 
now  Dead ;)  he  makes  known  his  Cafe 
to  them,  and  defires  them  to  be  a  Means 
to  put  off  his  Caufe  from  hearing,  be- 
caufe  his  WitnefTes  were  not  here.  Where- 
upon Damport  rode  to  the  Marquis  of 
Buckhgham  to  have  had  his  Letter  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  flop  iz ;  but  the 
Marquis  faid,  he  would  not  write,  be- 
caufe  the  Matter  was  already  decreed, 
and  he  would  not  receive  it.  Mr.  Eger- 
ton was  drawn  into  a  Bond  of  looooA 
for  6000 1  and  Mr.  Damporthcing  asked 
what  he  and  Dodior  Field  (hoxxd  have 
had  of  this  Money,  he  faid,  he  did  not 
remember  what  certain  Sum,  but  he 
faid  it  was  more  than  any  Caufe  could 
deferve  in  any  Court  of  Juflice. 

In  Awhreys  Cafe  this  is.  to  be  added. 
That  Sir  George  Haflings  being  at  Hack- 
ney, where  he  dwelt,  was  fent  for  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  came  unto 
hifn,  and  found  him  in  Bed,    who  bid 

him 
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him  come  near  him,  and  willed  the  reft 
to  depart  the  Room,  and  then  faid  unco 
him,  Sir  George^  I  am  fure,  you  love 
me,  and  I  know  that  you  are  nor  willing 
that  any  thing  done  by  you  fhall  refled; 
any  Diflionour  upon  me.  I  hear  that 
one  Aivhrey  pretends  to  petition  againft 
me  ,•  he  is  a  Man  that  you  have  fome 
Intereft  in,  you  may  take  him  ofFif  you 
pleafe.  Sir  George  Haftings  afterwards 
met  with  Awhrey,  and  ask  d  whether  he 
intended  any  fuch  Thing,  and  defired 
to  fee  it  to  ihew  the  Lord  Chancellor ; 
which  Sir  George  accordingly  did,  and 
defircd  my  Lord  to  do  the  poor  Man 
Juftice.  My  Lord  promifed  to  do  it, 
and  bad  him  bring  his  Counfel  ,•  they  did 
lb,  but  could  have  no  Remedy ;  fo  the 
Petition  went  on.  Sir  George  Hafitngs 
fometimes  fince  had  Conference  with  my 
Lord  Chancellor;  he  told  him,  he  mud 
lay  it  upon  his  Lordfhip.  If  you  do, 
George ^  faid  he,  I  rauildeny  it  upon  my 
Honour. 

Thus  you  fee  the  Relation  of  what 
hath  pafled.  Now  for  our  Proceedings 
in  it. 

It  {^  a  Caufe  of  great  Vv'eight,  it  con- 
cerns every  Man  here;  for  if  the  Foun- 
tains be  muddy,  what  will  the  Screams 
be  ?  If  the  great  Difpenier  of  the  King's 
B  i  Confcienc3 
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Gonfcience  be  corrupt,  who  can  have 
any  Courage  to  plead  before  him  ?  I 
will  prefent  one  Thing  to  you,  and  then 
r^ake  a  Requeft. 

That  which  I  move  is,  That  we  pre- 
fent this  Bufmefs  fmgly  to   the  Lords, 
and   deliver    it    without    Exafperationo 
Gne  Precedent  is  for  it  in  the  like  Cafe, 
for  a  Chancellor  in  a  Caufe  of  Corrup- 
tion.    Secondly^  Becaufe  the  Party  accu- 
fed  is  a  Peer  of  the  Kingdom,  fitting  in 
the  higher  Houfe,  whom  we  cannot  med- 
dle with.     Thirdly^  Becaufe  we  have  no 
f'owfr  to  give  an  Oath.     That  which  I 
requeft,  is,  that  thofe  People  which  have 
been    fetter'd  with   much  Calamity  by 
thefe  Courfes,   may  by  Petition  to  his 
Majcfly,  or  otherwife,  have  their  Caufcs^ 
revived  and  revifed. 

Sir  Edward  SackviL  This  Noble 
Lord  flands  but  yet  fufpedted  ;  and  I 
hold  not  thofe  Gentlemen  that  have 
teftified  againft  him,  competent  Wit- 
nedes.  i.  Becaufe  they  fpeak  to  dit 
charge  thernfelvcs.  2.  Becaufe  if  he  b^ 
guilty,  they  w^ere  thofe  who  tempted 
him.  But  yet  if  notwithftanding  you 
rcfolve  to  fend  it  up  to  the  Lords,  let 
it  be  prefentcd  without  any  prejudicial 
Opinion,  to  be  weighed  in  the  Ballance 
of  their  Lordfiiips  judgments.'  And  if 
'        «  thev 
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they  chink  fit  to  examine  thefe  Witneffes, 
let  them. 

Sir  George  Hafling$*  This  adds  to  my 
Grief;  but  this  is  my  Refolution,  I  had 
rather  periih  with  a  jufl:  Sentence  here, 
than  efcape  with  a  guilty  Ccnfcience. 

Some  mov'd,  that  Sir  George  Haflings 
and  Sir  Richard  Toung  fhou  d  be  feparated 
'till  the  Matter  were  ended,  but  nothing 
ordered  therein. 

Mr.  Nevil,  After  fome  Reludation 
within  me,  I  am  relblved  to  fpeak 
what  my  Confcience  moves  me  unto  ; 
I  fpeak  for  the  Good  of  my  Country, 
the  Honour  of  my  King,  and  Advance- 
ment of  Juflice.  Juflice  is  the  Fountain, 
the  King  the  Head  thereof,  clear  as  the 
Waters  of  Siloah^  pure  as  the  River  of 
Damafcus :  But  there  is  a  derivative  Ju- 
ftice  brought  unco  us  by  Channels;  thofe 
are  ofcen  Muddv,  and  more  bitter  than 
the  Waters  of  Mar  ah  ;  fuch  Waters 
flow  abundantly  in  Chancery.  I  will 
not  touch  upon  the  Perfon  of  him  that 
fits  in  Courc,  for  he  is  the  Difpenfer  of 
the  King's  Confcience;  but  becaufe  Ibme 
Motions  are  made  again (1  the  Teftimony 
of  thofe  Gentlemen,  I  will  fay  this,  I 
think  them  fit  to  fit  here,  becaufe  they 
are  neither  Delinquents  nor  Accufed, 

My 


(  14  ) 

My  Lord  means  to  deny  it  upon  his 
Honour  ;  but  I  would  not  have  that 
ferve  his  Turn,  for  he  himfelf  hath  made 
the  Nobihty  fwear  in  Chancery  :  there- 
fore I  would  have  their  Lordihips  inform- 
ed what  Privileges  they  have  loft.  Next 
I  would  have  them  note  the  luxuriant 
Authority  of  that  Court,  and  how  it  is 
an  inextricable  Labyrinth,  wherein  re- 
fideth  fuch  a  Minotaur^  as  gormondi- 
zeth  the  Liberty  of  all  Subjects  whatfo- 
ever. 

Mr.  Recorder  Finch.  If  we  fliall  make 
but  a  Prefentation  of  this,  we  do  in  a 
fort  accufe  him,  nay,  judge  him,  if  the 
Gentlemen  be  admitted  to  give  Tefti- 
mony,  before  it  fhall  condemn  another, 
it  muft  agree  with  it  felf. 

Firft,  I  heard  him  fay,  he  gave  it  as  a 
Prefent  from  himfelf;  yet  afterwards  he 
faith,  he  told  my  Lord  Chancellor  he  had 
it  from  Awhrey.  Again,  Awhrey  fpeaks 
not  of  any  Delivery  of  Money  himfelf 
to  my  Lord  Chancellor.  Then  again  ic 
is  urged,  that  a  difcontented  Suitor  wrote 
Letters  to  my  Lord,  the  Letters  are  re- 
jected, not  hearkened  unto ;  what  doth 
this  but  free  him  > 

In  the  other  Cafe  ;  if  Egerton^  out  of 
a  Defire  to  congratulate  him  at  his  com- 
ing to  the  Seal  for  his  Kindnefles  and 

Pains 
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Pains  in  former  Bufinefe,  what  wrong 
hath  he  done,  if  he  hath  received  a  Pre- 
fenc  >  And  if  there  were  a  Suit  depend- 
ing, who  keeps  a  Regifter  in  his  Heart 
of  all  Caufes,  nay,  who  can  amongft 
fuch  a  Multitude  ?  And  for  the  6000/. 
there  is  no  Colour  that  ever  he  fliould 
have  had  any  Part  thereof. 

For  taking  away  the  Privilege  of  the 
Nobility  in  requiring  an  Oath,  he  found 
the  Court  poffefs'd  of  it  before  he  came 
there  ;  fo  that  we  have  no  fufficient 
Grounds  to  accufe  fo  great  a  Lord  ;  but 
if  we  fliall  prefent  Articles  to  the  Lords, 
what  do  we  C^s  I  faid  before^  but  ac- 
cufe him? 

Sir  Edward  Coke.  It  is  objeded,  that 
we  have  but  one  figle  Witnefs,  there- 
fore no  fufficient  Proof.  I  anfwer,  that 
in  the  37  £//z.  in  a  Complaint  againft 
Soldier-Sellers,  i.  e.  fuch  as  having  War- 
rants to  take  up  Soldiers  for  the  Wars, 
if  they  prefs'd  a  rich  Man's  Son,  for 
Money  they  would  difcharge  him,  there 
was  no  more  but  fingularts  teflts  '\x\  one 
Matter ;  but  tho'  they  were  fingle  Wit- 
nelTes  in  fevcral  Matters,  yet  agreeing 
in  one  and  the  fame  third  Perfon,  it  was 
held  fufficient  to  prove  a  Work  of  Dark- 
nefs,  for  in  fuch  Works  ic  is  a  Marvel 
there  are  any. 

But 


(  i6  ) 

But  fome  objed:,  that  thefe  Men  arc 
culpable,  and  therefore  no  competent 
Wicnefles.  I  anfwer,  they  came  not  to 
accufe,  but  were  interrogated  :  If  I  bp 
interrogated,  I  had  racher  fpeak  Truth 
than  refped  any  Man  ;  and  you  will 
make  Bribery  to  be  unpunifli'd,  if  he 
who  carriech  the  Bribe  fliall  not  be  a 
Witnefs.  In  this  one  Wicnefs  is  fuffici- 
ent.  He  that  accufech  himfelf  by  ae- 
cufing  another,  is  more  than  three  Wit- 
nefles,  and  this  was  wrought  out  of 
them. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  Complaint  of 
Awbrey  and  Egerton  againft  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  the  Billiop  for  Corrup- 
tion for  the  loo/.  and  400/.  and  the 
Recognizance  fliould  be  drawn  up  by  Sk 
Rolert  Philips,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  Mr. 
Noyy  and  Sir  Dudley  Diggs^  a;id  be  re- 
lated to  the  Lords  without  Prejudice  or 
Opinion  an  a  Conference,  and  a  Mef- 
fage  to  be  fent  for  this  Purpofe  on 
Monday.     Adjourn'd,  ®*c. 

LuHiB  19  Martii,  i6zo: 
A  McihgQ  was  fent  to  the  Lords  By 
Sir  Rohert  Fhilips,  to  defire  a  Conference 
with  thsm  about  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Biiiiop  ef  Landaff^  being  petitioned 
againll  by  Awhrey  and  Egerton, 

Sit 
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Sir  Rohert  Philips  reports  char  che^ 
Lords  had  agreed  to  a  Conference. 

Mr.  Secreraty  Calvert  brings  a  Mef- 
fage  from  the  King,  that  this  Parhament 
hath  fat  a  long  Time,  and  Eafteris  near 
come,  and  it's  fie  there  ilioiild  be  a  Cef- 
fation  for  a  Time,  yet  the  King  will  ap- 
point no  Time,  but  leaves  it  to  your 
felves.  But  for  the  beginning  again,  he 
thinks  theicth  o^  April  a  fit  Time,  but 
will  appoint  none,  only  he  would  have 
you  take  Care,  that  there  be  no  Impe- 
diment in  the  Subfidies.  The  King  a'fo 
took  Notice  of  the  Complaints  againd 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  for  which  he  was 
forry  :  For  it  hath  always  been  his  Care 
to  have  placed  the  bell ;  but  no  Man 
can  prevent  fuch  Accidents.  But  his 
Comfort  was,  that  the  Houfe  was  care- 
ful to  prefer ve  his  Honour.  And  his 
Majefly  thought  not  fit  to  have  the  Oc^ 
cafions  hang  long  in  Sufpencc,  thcrefo'-e 
would  not  have  any  Thing  to  hinder  -t ; 
but  for  the  Furtherance  thereof,  he  pr  o- 
pofed  a  CommilTion  of  fix  of  the  Higher 
Houfe,  and  twelve  of  the  Lower  Houfe 
to  examine  iz  upon  Oath.  This  Propo- 
fition,  if  we  liked  ic  well,  he  would  fend 
theiike  to  the  Lords;  and  this  he  thought 
might  be  done  during  this  Cefiation  ; 
and  tho*  he  hoped  the  Chancellor  was 
C  .     free. 
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free,  yet  if  he  (hould  be  fotind  guilty, 
he  doubted  not  but  you  would  do 
him  Juftice. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  faid,  We  fliould  take 
heed  the  ConimilTion  did  not  hinder 
the  Manner  of  our  Parliamentary  Pro- 
ceedings. 

The  Anfwer  retufned  to  the  King, 
was,  tendring  Thanks  for  the  firft  Part 
of  his  Gracious  MefTage  ;  and  for  the 
fecond,  we  dire<9:  that  the  hke  Meflage 
may  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  for  there  be- 
ing fo  good  a  Concurrence  betwixt  us, 
we  may  have  Conference  with  them  s(- 
bout  iE.     Then  Adjourned. 

Mar f is  ^o  Mdrt'it^  idle. 

Sir  Edward  Giles  made  a  Motion  tliaft 
one  Chi4rchi// ttiould  be  called  in;  where- 
upon there  was  a  Petition  of  one  MoH- 
taeute  iVood,  &c,  againfl  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor for  taking  300/.  of  the  Lady 
Wharton^  and  making  Orders,  (Sc, 
which  was  tead.  Churchill  and  Keeling 
were  faid  to  be  Witnefles,  and  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  examine  them* 

Sir  Rohert  Philips  reports  from  the- 
Confcrence,  that  according  to  the  Com- 
ftiandment  of  this  Hotife,  he  had  del?- 
tered  thofe  Heads,  which  were  agreed 
©n  at  the  Confer^n^e  Yeftcrday,  excii- 
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fjng  himfelf,  if  he  had  failed  in  any 
Point;  That  the  Lords  accepted  it  with 
a  great  deal  of  Affection,  as  fenfible  of 
the  Wrongs  of  the  Common-Wealth  ;  re- 
turned Anfwer  by  the  Lord  Treafurer, 
Firft  by  Way  of  Queftion,  Whether  we 
would  not  return  it  them  in  Writing  ^ 
Refolved,  No,  for  no  Caufe,  this  con- 
fiding only  of  two  or  three  Points  clear 
and  plain.  Next  for  the  Letters,  and 
other  Things  which  the  Lords  defire 
would  acquaint  the  Houfe,  and  doubt- 
ed  not  but  it  would  be  yielded  ,•  That 
they  would  proceed  in  this  Matter  with 
Care  and  Diligence,  and  Expedition, 
r  A  Meflage  from  the  Lords,  to  figni^ 
fy  thatthey  have  taken  into  Confidera- 
tion  the  lad  Conference,  and  (liall  need 
the  Teftimony  of  two  Members  of  this 
Houfe  ;  and  therefore  defire  that  voluri- 
tariiy,  and  without  ordering,  as  private 
Perfons,  they  make  Declaration  upon 
Oath,  and  the  like  for  others,  ifOcca-* 
fion  were. 

AnfWer  returned,  That  the  Gentle* 
men  would  attend  voluntarily  as  pri- 
vate Men,  and  (upon  private  Notice} 
be  examined. 

Sir  Rolert  Thiltps  reports  from  the 
Committee  appointed  for  theExaminatiori 
pf  Qhurrclnjl^  from  which  Particular  a  Ge- 
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neral  may  be  extraded,  conducing  to 
the  Difcovery  of  Corruption  in  the 
Lord  Chancellor. 

"  The  Lady  Wharton   having  a  Caufe 
depending   in  Chancery,  many   Orders 
were  made  in  it ;  amongfl  the  refl:,  there 
was  an  Order  made  for  Difmi/Tion,  by 
the  Confent  of  the   Counfel   on   both 
Sides  ;    which  my  Lady  difliking,  took 
Churchill^  the  Regifter,  into  her  Coach, 
carried  him  to    my   Lord  Chancellor's, 
and  fo  wrought,  that  he  was  willed  not 
to  enter  the  laft  Order ;  fo  that  my  Lady 
was   left   at  Liberty  to  profecute  it  in 
Chancery,  brought  it  to  a  Hearing,  and 
at  length  got  a  Decree.     Keeling  being 
examined,   faith,  That   near  about  the 
Time  of  paffing  this  Decree,  my  Lady 
took  100/  hefcUV  it,  and  llie  made  him 
fct  down  the  Words  and  Stiles,  which 
file   would   life   in    the  Delivery  of  it. 
Then  flic  goech  to  Tork  Houfe^  and  de- 
livered ir:  to  my  Lord  Chancellor,    as 
fhe  told  him.    She  carried  it  in  a  Purfe ; 
my  Lord  asked  her  what  die  had  in  her 
Hand  ?    She  faid,  a  Purfe  of  her  own 
making,  and  prefented  it  to  him  ;    who 
took  it,  and  faid.  What  Lord  could  re- 
fufe  a  Purfe  of  fo  fair  a  Lady's  work- 
ing 1    Afrcr  this,  my  Lord  made  a  De- 
^%QQ  for  her,  but  it  was  not  perfedod ; 

but 
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but  200  /.  more  being  given,  (one  Gar- 
Aener  being  prefenc,)  her  Decree  had 
Life.  But  after  the  giving  oftheioo/. 
becaufe  (he  had  not  lOO  /.  ready  in  Mo- 
ney, one  Shute  dealt  with  her  to  pals 
over  the  Land  to  my  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  his  Heirs,  referving  an  Eftate  for 
Life  to  her  felf ;  but  ihe  knowing  no 
Realon  to  difmherit  her  own  Children, 
and  confer  it  upon  a  Lord  who  had  no 
Children,  asked  Keelivg^  her  Man,  What 
he  thought  of  it  ?  He,  like  an  honefl 
Servant,  was  againft  it.  Shute  knowing 
this,  fets  upon  KeeUngy  and  brought  him 
to  be  willing  my  Lady  lliould  do  it, 
with  Power  of  Revocation  upon  Pay- 
ment of  lOo /.  in  a  reafonable  Time, 
Keeling  lets  fall  fome  Speeches,  as  if  he 
had  left  Tork  Houfe  for  the  Corruprioa 
which  was  there,  which  he  himfelf  knew 
m  Parr.  Gardener^  Keel'ings  Man,  con- 
firmed the  Payment  of  the  300/.  for  the 
Decree,  viz.  loo  L  before,  and  xoo /. 
after.  This  purchafcd  Decree  being 
lately  damn'd  again  by  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor,  was  the  Cauie  of  this  Com- 
plaint. 

/feeling  faith.  Sir  Job^  Trezor  did  pre- 
fent  my  Lord  Chancellor  with  100/.  by 
the  Hands  of  Sir  Richard  Tomg^  for  a 
final   End  to   his  Caufe.     Sir  Richard 
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fouffg  anfwer'd,  That  when  he  attended 
uppn  my  Lord  Chancellor,  Sir  Joh» 
Trevors  Man  brought  a  Cabinet,  and  a 
Letter  to  my  Lord  Chancellor,  and  en- 
treated me  to  deliver  it,  which  I  did 
openly ;  and  this  was  openly  done,  and 
this  was  all  I  knew  of  it. 

Sir  Edward  Cgke  faid,  It  was  ftrango 
to  him  that  this  Money  fnould  be  thus 
openly  deliver'd,  and  that  one  Gardenep 
iliould  be  prefent  at  the  Payment  of 
the  zoo/. 

Ordered, 

That  Sir  Rolert  Philips  do  deliver  to 
the  Lords  this  Afternoon  the  Bifhop  of 
LLr/fdafs  and  Awhreys  Letters,  and  all 
o.ther  Writings  that  he  hath.  Then  ad- 
journed. 

Mercurii  xi  Martii^  1620. 

Sir  Rohert  Philips  reports  from  the 
Committee  to  examine  Keeling  and 
Cburchillj  who  informed  of  many  Corru- 
ptions againfl  my  Lord  Chancellor,  i. 
In  the  Caufe  between  Hull  and  Holma'4; 
Hull  gave  or  lent  my  Lord  1000  /,  fince 
the  Suit  began,  z.  Li  the  Caufe  be- 
tween Wroih  and  Manrieriiig^  there  >vcro 
100  Pieces  given,  of  which  Hunt  had 
lo/.  3,  HodJy  gave  a  Jewel  which 
was  thought  to  be  worth  500  /.  but  he 
^imfeif  faid  it  was  a  Tnfic  of  j^go  /.  o^- 
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ioo  /.  Price ;  it  was  prefented  to  my 
Lord  Chancellor  by  Sir  Thomas  Peryn  and 
Sir  Henry  Holmes*  4.  In  the  Caufe  be- 
tween Peacock  and  Reynell^  there  waS 
much  Money  given  on  both  Sides,  j* 
In  the  Cafe  of  Barker  and  Bill ;  Barker 
faid  he  was  8co  /.  in  Gifts  fince  his 
Suit  began.  6.  In  the  Cafe  between 
Bmithivkk  and  IValfb ;  Smithwick  gave 
300  /.  yet  oiy  Lord  decreed  it  againfl: 
him,  fo  he  had  his  Money  again  by 
Piece- meal.  In  this  and  other  Cafes  my 
Lord  would  decree  Part  ,•  and  when  he 
wanted  more  Money,  he  would  fend  fot 
more  Money,  and  decree  another  Part, 
In  mod  Caufes  my  Lord's  Servants  have 
undertaken  one  Side  or  another,  info- 
much  as  it  w^as  ufual  for  Counfel,  when 
their  Clients  came  unto  them,  to  ask 
what  Friend  they  had  at  Tork-Houfe, 

Mr.  Meawtys*  Touching  the  Perfons 
that  inform,  I  would  entreat  this  ho- 
nourable Houfe  to  confider,  that  KeeUn(t^ 
Is  a  common  Sollicitor,  (to  fay  no  more 
of  him  ;)  Churchill  a  guiky  Regiiler  by 
bis  own  ConfefTion.  I  know  chat  Feat 
of  Punifhment,  and  Hopes  of  leffcning 
it,  may  make  them  to  fay  much,  yea^ 
more  than  is  Truth.  For  my  own  Pare, 
1  mufl  fay,  I  have  been  an  Obfcrvcr  of 
thy  Lord's  Proceedings  5  I  know  he  hach 
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fown  a  good  Seed  of  Juftice,  and  I  hope 
that  ic  will  prove,  that  the  envious 
Man  hach  fown  thefe  Tares.  I  humbly 
defire  that  thofe  Generals  may  not  be 
fent  up  to  the  Lords,  unlefs  thefe  Meiii 
will  teftify  them  in  Particular. 
Ordered, 

That  a  Meflagc  be  fent  to  the  Lords 
by  Sir  Robert  Philips  to  relate  the  Cafe 
of  the  Lady  Wharton^  and  the  Informa- 
tions oi  ChurchilL 

Sir  Eohert  Philips  reports  from  the 
Lords,  that  they  acknowledged  the 
great  Care  of  this  Houfe  in  thefe  im- 
portant BafineUcs  ;  Thanks  for  the  Cor- 
refpondencc  of  this  Houfe  with  them, 
allure  the  like  from  them  for  ever  to 
this  Houfe.  In  thefe  and  all  other  Things 
will  advife,  and  return  Anfwer  as  foon 
as  poflible.     Then  adjourned. 

Jovis  3  Maii^  i6zi. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Lords,  that  they 
were  ready  to  pronounce  Sentence  a- 
gainfl:  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  if  ic 
pleafed  the  Houfe  with  the  Speaker  to 
come  and  demand  Judgment. 

So  the  Houfe  went  up,  and  the 
Speaker  demanded  Judgment, 

The  Lord  Chief  Juflice  (being  Speak-* 
cr  in  the  HiglKr  Ploufc}  faid,  that  the 
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Lords  had  duly  confidered  of  the  Com- 
plaints prefented  by  the  Commons  a- 
gainft  the  Lord  Verulam^  Vifcount  Su 
Allans-,  late  Lord  Chancellor,  and  have 
found  him  guilty,  as  well  by  Gath  of 
Witnefles,  as  by  his  own  Confeffion,  of 
thofc  and  many  other  Corruptions,  for 
which  they  have  fent  for  him  to  come 
and  anfwer ;  and  upon  his  fincere  Pro- 
teftation  of  Sicknefs,  we  admitting  his 
Excufe  of  Abfence,  have  yet  notwith- 
ftanding  proceeded  to  his  Judgment,  njiz. 
That  he  be  fined  40000  /.  to  be  im- 
prifoned  in  the  Tower  during  the  King's 
Pleafure,  made  incapable  to  bear  Of- 
fice '\\\  thie  Common-Wealth,  never  to  fit 
in  Parliament,  nor  to  come  within  the 
Verge,  which  is  within  twelve  Ivliles,  of 
the  Court, 


D  The 


The  Humble  Submiflion 
and  Supplication  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  BA- 
CON to  theHoufe  of 
LORDS. 


from 


May  it  pleafe  jour  LordJhipSj 

Shall  humbly  crave  at  your 
Hands  a  benign  Interpreta- 
tion of  that  which  I  fhall  now 
write  :  For  Words  that  come 
wafted  Spirits,  and  opprefled 
Minds,  are  more  fafe  in  being  depofited 
to  a  noble  Conftrudtion,  than  being  cir- 
cled with  any  referved  Caution. 

This  being  moved  (and,  as  I  hope, 
obtained  of  your  Lordfhips)  as  a  Pro- 
tedicn  to  all  that  I  fliall  fay,  I  fliall  go 
on;  but  with  a  very  ftrange  Entrance,  as 
may  feem  to  your  Lordfliips,  at  firft  ; 
For,  in  the  midft  of  a  State  of  as  great 
AfRiflion  as,  I  think,  a  mortal  Man 
can  endure ;  (Honour  being  above  Life) 
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I  Oiall  begin  with  the  profeffing  of  Glad- 
nefs  in  fome  Things. 

The  firft  is,  That  hereafter  the  Great- 
nefs  of  a  Judge  or  Magiftrate  lliall  be 
no  Sandtuary  or  Protedtion  to  him  a- 
gainfl  Guikinefs,  which  is  the  Beginning 
of  a  golden  Work. 

The  next,  That  after  this  Example, 
it  is  like  that  Judges  wiH  fly  from  any 
Thing  in  the  Likenefs  of  Corruption 
Cthough  it  were  at  a  great  Diftance}  as 
from  a  Serpent  ;  which  tends  to  the 
purging  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  and 
reducing  them  to  their  true  Honour  and 
Splendour.  And  in  thefe  two  Points, 
CGod  is  my  Witnefs)  though  it  be  my 
Fortune  to  be  the  Anvil  upon  which 
thefe  two  Effeds  are  broken  and  wrought, 
I  take  no  fmall  Comfort.  But  to  pafs 
from  the  Motions  of  my  Heart  (^where- 
of God  is  my  Judge)  to  the  Merits  of 
my  Caufe,  whereof  your  Lordfhips  are 
Judges,  under  God  and  his  Lieutenant ; 
I  do  underfland  there  hath  been  hereto- 
fore expec9:ed  from  me  fome  Juftifica- 
tion  ;  and  therefore  I  have  chofen  one 
only  Juftification,  inflcad  of  all  others, 
out  of  the  Juftification  of  Jok  For  af- 
ter the  clear  Submiffiion  and  Confe/lion 
which  I  fliall  now  make  unto  your  Lord- 
Ihips,  I  hope  I  may  fay,  and  juftifjr  f^^ith 
D  z  Jo^, 
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Joh^  in  thefe  Words,  I  have  not  hid  nty 
Sln^  as  did  Adam,  nor  concealed  my  Faults 
in  my  Bofom.  .  This  is  the  only  Juftifica- 
tion  which  I  will  ufe. 

It  refleth  therefore,  that  without  Fig- 
leaves  I  do  ingenioufly  confefs  and  ac- 
Jknowlcdge,    that  having  underflood  the 
Particulars  of  the  Charge,  not  formally 
from  the  Houle,   but  enough  to  inform 
my  Confcience   and   Memory  :    I  find 
Matter  fuflicient  and  full,  both  to  move 
nie  to  deferc  my  Defence,   and  to  move 
your  Lordfliips  to  condemn  and  cenfure 
me.     Neither  will  I  trouble  your  Lord- 
iliips  by  fingling  thefe  Particulars  which 
I  think  might  fall  off.     Quid  te  exempt  a 
juvat  fpinis    de  plurihus  uva  ?    Neither 
will  I  prompt  your  Lordlhips  to  obferve 
upon  the  Proofs  where  they  come  not 
home,  or  the  Scruple  touching  the  Cre- 
dits of  the  Witnefles.     Neither   will  I 
reprefent  to  your  Lordfliips,  how  far  a 
Defence  might,    in  divers  Things^  exte- 
nuate  the  Offence,    in   reiped:  of  the 
tim.e  and  manner  of  the   Guilt,  or  the 
like  Circumftanccs  ;  but  only  leave  thefe 
Things  to  fpring  out  of  your  more  no- 
ble Thoughts  and  Oblervations  of  the 
Evidence,  and  Examinationsthcmfelves, 
and  charitably  to  wind  about  the  Parti- 
Cjilajs  of  the  Charge,    here  and  diere. 
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as  God  fliall  put  into  your  N^nd,  and 
fo  fubmic  my  felf  wholly  to  youc  Piety 
and  Grace. 

And  now  I  have  fpoken  to  your  Lord- 
{hips  as  Judges,  I  fliall  fay  a  few  Words 
unto  you  as  Peers  and  Prelates,  hum- 
bly commending  my  Caufe  to  your  no- 
ble Minds,  and  magnanimous  Affedi- 
ons. 

Your  Lordfhips  are  not  fimply  Judges, 
but  ParUamentary  Judges  ;  yau  have  a 
further  Extent  of  Arbitrary  Power  than 
other  Courts  ;  anc  if  you  be  not  tied  by 
ordinary  Courfe  of  Courts,  or  Prece- 
dents, in  Points  of  Stridnefs  and  Seve- 
rity, much  lefs  in  Points  of  Mercy  and 
Mitigation  :  And  yet  if  any  Thing 
which  I  ftall  move,  might  be  contrary 
to  your  honourable  and  worthy  End, 
(the  introducing  a  Reformation)  I 
fhauld  not  feek  iz.  But  herein  I  be- 
feech  yc4ir  Lordlhips  to  give  me  leave 
to  tell  you  a  Srory. 

Titus  Manlius  took  his  Son's  Life,  for 
giving  Battle  againfl:  the  Prohibition  of 
his  General :  Not  many  Years  after,  the 
like  Severity  was  purfued  by  Tapirius 
Cutfor^  the  Dictator  againft  Quintu^ 
Maximus  ;  who  being  upon  the  Point 
to  be  fentenced,  was,  by  the  Intercef- 
fion  of  fome  particular  Perfons  of  the 
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Senate,  fpared  :  Whereupon  Livy  ma- 
keth  this  grave  and  gracious  Obferva- 
tion,  iJeque  minus  firmata  efl  Difctplina 
Mtlitaris  perkulo  Quinti  Maximi,  quam 
fniferahtli  fupplicio  Tici  Manlii.  The 
Difcipline  of  War  was  no  lefs  eftabliftied 
by  the  queftioning  of  Quintus  MaximuSy 
than  by  the  Punifliment  of  Titus  Man- 
lius.  And  the  fame  Reafon  is  in  the 
Reformation  of  Juftice  •,  for  the  que- 
ftioning of  Men  in  eminent  Places,  hath 
the  lame  Terror,  though  not  the  fame 
Rigour  with  the  Punifliment.  But  my 
Caufe  ftays  not  there  ;  for  my  humble 
Defire  is,  That  his  Majefty  would  take 
the  Seal  into  his  Hands ;  which  is  a 
great  Downfall,  and  may  ferve,  I  hope, 
in  it  felf,  for  an  Expiation  of  my 
Faults. 

Therefore,  if  Mercy  and  Mitigation 
be  in  your  Lordfliips  Power,  and  no 
Way  crofs  your  Ends,  why  Ihould  I  not 
hope  of  your  Favour  and  Comrnifera- 
tion  ?  Your  Lordfliips  will  be  pleafed 
to  behold  your  chief  Pattern,  the  King 
our  Sovereign,  a  King  of  incomparable 
Clemency,  and  whofe  Heart  is  inftruc- 
table  for  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  ;  and 
your  Lordfliips  will  remember,  there 
fate  not  thefe  hundred  Years  before,  a 
Prince  in  your  Houfe,  and  never  fjch  a 

Prince^ 
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Prince,  whofe  Prefence  deferveth  to  be 
made  memorable  by  Records,  and  Adls 
mix'd  of  Mercy  and  Juftice.  Yourfelves 
are  either  Nobles,  (and  Companion  ever 
beateth  in  the  Veins  of  noble  Blood,)  or 
Reverend  Prelates,  who  are  the  vSer- 
vants  of  him  that  would  not  break  the 
bruifed  Reed,  or  quench  the  fmoaking 
Flax.  You  all  fic  upon  a  high  Stage, 
and  therefore  cannot  but  be  fenfible  of 
the  Change  of  humane  Conditions,  and 
of  the  Fall  of  any  from  high  Place. 

Neither  will  your  Lordfhips  forget, 
that  there  are  Fitia  temporis^  as  well  as 
Vitta  hominis ;  and  the  Beginning  of 
Reformation  hath  the  contrary  Power  to 
the  Pool  of  Bethefda;  for  that  had 
Strength  to  cure  him  only  that  was  firfl 
caft  in,  and  this  hath  Strength  to  hurt 
him  only  that  is  firfl:  caft  in  ,•  and  for 
my  Part,  I  wifti  it  may  ftay  there,  and 
go  no  farther. 

Laftly,  I  afTure  my  felf,  your  Lord- 
fhips have  a  noble  Feehng  of  me,  as  a 
Member  of  your  own  Body,  and  one 
that  in  this  very  SefTion  had  fome  Tafte 
of  your  loving  AfFedions,  which,  I  hope, 
was  not  a  Lightning  before  the  Death 
of  them,  but  rather  a  Spark  of  that 
Grace,  which  now  in  the  Conclufion 
Will  more  appear :    And  therefore  my 

humble 
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humble  Suit  to  your  Lordlhips  is,  Tbat 
my  penitent  Submiffion  may  be  my^ 
Sentence,  the  Lofs  of  my  Seal  my  Pu*; 
riifliment,  and  that  ^out  Lord(hips>. 
would  recommend  mc  tp/his  Majefty's; 
Grace  and  Pardon  for  all  i;hat  is  paft. 
God*s  Holy  Spirit  be  among  you. 
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